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Unbabbling U
of Minnesota

Press

Essay inspired
by
conversations
with the artist
Jean-Luc
Mouléne
addressing
abstraction as
a multifaceted

Mouléne, Reza
Negarestani's
essay
addresses
abstraction as
a multi-
faceted
project in the
general
domain of
thought, and
as a specific
process of
artistic
experimentati
on. How can
abstraction be
S0 apparently

renewal of the
constitutive
gesture of
abstraction,
rooted in the
dialectic
between form
(mathematics)
and sensible
matter
(physics). At
once sensory,
cognitive, and
political, the
disturbing
force of the
work compels
us to

R ubiquitous in reconnect the
projectinthe  ;ntemporary  parochial art-
genergl art, and yet so  historical
domain of nebulously notion of
thought, &,",]d defined? "We abstraction to
as a specific have all heard  a more
process of of abstraction, comprehensiv
artlst|F _ butnoone e
experlmenFatl has ever seen  understanding
on. The fruit of one...." In of the term.
numerous_ Moulene's Perhaps such
cc?nversatlorls work, a "formal
with the artist  \qqarestani cruelty of
Jean-Luc discovers a thought" is
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capable of
"reactivating
abstraction as
a vector of
disjunction
and unity of
art,
philosophy,
and science."
Published by
Sequence
Press on the
occasion of
Jean-Luc
Mouléne's
exhibition
Torture
Concrete,
September 7-
October 26,
2014, at
Miguel Abreu
Gallery, New
York.

Ana Kai
Tangata MIT
Press

A startlingly
prescient
treatise on the
cybernetic
automation of

society and a
burlesque
satire of its
middle-class
celebrants. An
uproarious
portrait of the
evils of the
market and a
technical
manual for its
innermost
ideological
workings, this
is the story of
how the
perverted
legacy of
liberalism
sought to
knead Marx's
“free peasant”
into a
statistical
“average
man”—pliant
raw material
for the
sausage-
machine of
postmodernity
. Combining

the
incandescent
wrath of the
betrayed
comrade with
the acute
discrimination
of the
mathematicia
n-physicist,
Chatelet
scrutinizes the
pseudoscienti
fic alibis
employed to
naturalize
“market
democracy”
and the “triple
alliance”
between
politics,
economics,
and
cybernetics. A
bestseller in
France on its
publication in
1998, this
book remains
crucial
reading for



any future
politics that
wants to
replace
individualism
with
individuation
and
libertarianism

literary
experimentati
on has
created a
corpus of dark
and strange
stories that
transcend all
known genre

any elves or
wizards
here...but you
will find the
biggest,
boldest, and
downright
most peculiar
stories from

with boundaries. the last
liberation, this  Together hundred years
new these stories bound
translation form The together in
constitutes a Weird, and its  the biggest
major practitioners Weird
contribution to  include some collection ever
contemporary  of the greatest assembled.
debate on names in The Weird
neoliberalism,  twentieth and  features 110
economics, twenty-first stories by an
and capitalist century all-star cast,
subjectivation. literature. from literary
An Islamic Exotic and legends to
Genealogy of esoteric, The international
New Media Weird plunges  bestsellers to
Art Mit Press you into dark Booker Prize
From domains and winners:
Lovecraft to brings you including
Borges to face to face William
Gaiman, a with surreal Gibson,
century of monstrosities.  George R. R.
intrepid You won't find  Martin,
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Stephen King,
Angela Carter,
Kelly Link,
Franz Kafka,
China Miéville,
Clive Barker,
Haruki
Murakami, M.
R. James, Neil
Gaiman,
Mervyn Peake,
and Michael
Chabon. The
Weird is the
winner of the
2012 World
Fantasy Award
for Best
Anthology At
the Publisher's
request, this
title is being
sold without
Digital Rights
Management
Software
(DRM) applied.
A Memoir MIT
Press
Pessimism
claims an
impressive

following--
from
Rousseau,
Schopenhauer
, and
Nietzsche, to
Freud, Camus,
and Foucault.
Yet
"pessimist"
remains a
term of abuse-
-an accusation
of a bad
attitude--or
the diagnosis
of an unhappy
psychological
state.
Pessimism is
thought of as
an exclusively
negative
stance that
inevitably
leads to
resignation or
despair. Even
when
pessimism
looks like utter
truth, we are

told that it
makes the
worst of a bad
situation. Bad
for the
individual,
worse for the
species--who
would actually
counsel
pessimism?
Joshua Foa
Dienstag
does. In
Pessimism, he
challenges the
received
wisdom about
pessimism,
arguing that
there is an
unrecognized
yet coherent
and vibrant
pessimistic
philosophical
tradition. More
than that, he
argues that
pessimistic
thought may
provide a



critically
needed
alternative to
the

persuasively
shows that
pessimism has
been--and can

Memoir from a
Parallel
Universe MIT
Press

increasingly again be--an A unique
untenable energizing fusion of
progressivist and even comics culture
ideas that liberating and

have philosophy, an  philosophical
dominated ethic of radical cogitation
thinking about  possibility and  takes readers
politics not just a on a ride
throughout criticism of through time,
the modern faith. The space, and
period. Laying  goal--of both thought.

out powerful the Approaching
grounds for pessimistic the comic
pessimism's spirit and of medium as a
claim that this supercollider
progress is not  fascinating for achieving
an enduring account of maximum
feature of pessimism--is abstraction, in
human not to depress  Chronosis
history, us, but to artist Keith
Dienstag edify us about  Tilford and
argues that our condition philosopher
political and to fortify Reza

theory must us for life in a Negarestani
begin from disordered create a

this and graphically
predicament. disenchanted stunning and
He universe. conceptually
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explosive many this
universe in fragmented conceptually
which the tribes and and visually
worlds of pop histories of mind-
culture, multiple expanding
modern art, possible tale takes the
philosophy, worlds. Across  reader on a
science a series of dizzying
fiction, and dizzying rollercoaster
theoretical overlapping ride through
physics crash stories we time, space,
into one glimpse and thought.
another. worlds where This volume
Taking place time flows contains the
after the backward, entire
catastrophic where the Chronosis
advent of the universe can series in full
birth of time, be recreated color, along
Chronosis every five with additional
narrates the minutes, or background
story of a where rigid materials
sprawling facts are including early
multiverse at washed away  sketches,
the center of by the tides of  script notes,
which an infinite and
monazzeins, ocean of alternative
the monks of possibility. A covers.
an esoteric unique fusion A Historic-
time-cult, of comics Philosophical
attempt to culture and Itinerary Tor
build bridges philosophical Books
between the cogitation, Award-winning



filmmaker and quest, The Girl  that had
writer Sophia Who Fell to forced him to
Al-Maria’s The  Earth traces resign his

Girl Who Fell Al-Maria’s previous post.
to Earthis a journey to Among the
funny and wry  make a place patients
coming-of-age  for herself in assigned to
memoir about  two different Marsh at this
growing up in  worlds. time was a
between The young woman
American and  Incitement of named Kari
Gulf Arab Envy and Hansen, a
cultures. With  Boredom in college
poignancy and  Market student who
humor, Al- Democracies had suffered a
Maria shares Repeater nervous

the struggles In September  collapse

of being of 2004, Dr. during a
raised by an Charles Marsh  school-
American arrived at the sponsored
mother and Kriegmoor anthropology
Bedouin father  Psychiatric dig a year
while shuttling Institute in previously.
between Bayfield, Subsequently,
homes in the Wisconsin, Ms. Hansen
Pacific anxious to began
Northwest and  take on his experiencing
the Middle new duties, what hospital
East. Part eager to records
family saga distance referred to as
and part himself from ?a series of
personal the scandal vivid
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hallucinations;
" her own
words
described
visions of an
?alien”
intelligence, a
heretofore
unknown kind
of life form
which
appeared to
her as
shadows,
often of
indeterminate
shape,
occasionally
taking on the
form of man.
Dr. Marsh
came to
believe these
shadows were
real. Shadows
in the Asylum
collects, for
the first time
anywhere, Ms.
Hansen's
patient
records, as

well as
records
belonging to a
number of Dr.
Marsh's other
patients and
the related
historical
evidence that
led the doctor
to his
astonishing
conclusions to
present a
bizarre story
of insanity
that blurs the
line between
fact and
fiction.
Flatline
Constructs
Pantheon
The historical
continuity of
spinal
catastrophism
, traced across
multiform
encounters
between
philosophy,

psychology,
biology, and

geology.
Drawing on
cryptic
intimations in
the work of ).
G. Ballard,
Georges
Bataille,
William
Burroughs,
André Leroi-
Gourhan,
Elaine
Morgan, and
Friedrich
Nietzsche, in
the late
twentieth
century Daniel
Barker
formulated
the axioms of
spinal
catastrophism
: If human
morphology,
upright
posture, and
the possibility
of language



10

are the phylogeny and bioanalysis to
ramified “organic chronopathy,
accidents of memory” that  from spinal
natural fueled early colonies of
history, then psychoanalysi  proto-minds to
psychic s, back into the

ailments are idealism, retroparasitis
ultimately nature m of the CNS,
afflictions of philosophy, from “railway
the spine, and spine” to
which itself is romanticism, Elizabeth

a scale model  and across Taylor's lost
of biogenetic multiform gill-slits, this
trauma, a encounters extravagantly
portable map between comprehensiv
of the philosophy, e
catastrophic psychology, philosophical
events that biology, and adventure
shaped that geology, uses the
atrocity Thomas spinal cord as
exhibition of Moynihan a guiding
evolutionary reveals the thread to
traumata, the  historical rediscover
sick continuity of forgotten
orthograde spinal pathways in
talking catastrophism  modern
mammal. . From thought.
Tracing its psychoanalysi  Moynihan
provenance sand mythto  demonstrates
through the geology and that, far from
biological neuroanatomy  being an
notions of , from fanciful notion
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rendered
obsolete by
advances in
biology, spinal
catastrophism
dramatizes
fundamental
philosophical
problematics
of time,
identity,
continuity,
and the
transcendenta
| that remain
central to any
attempt to
reconcile
human
experience
with natural
history.
#Accelerate
MIT Press

In Pop Music
and Hip Ennui:
A Sonic Fiction
of Capitalist
Realism,
Macon Holt
provides the
imaginative

and analytical
resources to
think with
contemporary
pop music to
investigate
the
ambivalences
of
contemporary
culture and
the potentials
in it for
change.
Drawing on
Kodwo
Eshun's
practice of
Sonic Fiction
and Mark
Fisher's
analytical
framework of
capitalist
realism, Holt
explores the
multiplicities
contained in
contemporary
pop from
sensation to
abstraction

11

and from the
personal to
the political.
Pop Music and
Hip Ennui
unravels the
assumptions
embedded in
the cultural
and critical
analysis of
popular music.
In doing so, it
provides new
ways to
understand
the
experience of
listening to
pop music and
living in the
sonic
atmosphere it
produces. This
book neither
excuses pop's
oppressive
tendencies
nor dismisses
the pleasures
of its
sensations.
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The Girl Who with the Speculative
Fell to Earth release of a Realist

MIT Press Library of movement. In
As Holderlin America this book,
was to Martin volume Graham
Heidegger and dedicated to Harman
Mallarmé to his work. The extracts the
Jacques impact of basic

Derrida, so is Lovecraft on philosophical
H.P. Lovecraft  philosophy concepts

to the has been underlying the
Speculative building for work of
Realist more than a Lovecraft,
philosophers. decade. yielding a
Lovecraft was Initially weird realism
one of the championed capable of
brightest stars by shadowy freeing

of the horror guru Nick continental
and science Land at philosophy
fiction Warwick from its
magazines, during the current soul-
but died in 1990s, he was  crushing
poverty and later impasse.
relative discovered to  Abandoning
obscurity in be an object pious

the 1930s. In of private references by
2005 he was fascination for  Heidegger to
finally all four Holderlin and
elevated from original the Greeks,
pulp statusto  members of Harman

the classical the twenty- develops a
literary canon  first century new
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philosophical
mythology
centered in
such
Lovecraftian
figures as
Cthulhu,
Wilbur
Whately, and
the rat-like
monstrosity
Brown Jenkin.
The
Miskatonic
River replaces
the Rhine and
the Ister,
while
Holderlin's
Caucasus
gives way to
Lovecraft's
Antarctic
mountains of
madness.
Weird
Realism MIT
Press

A dizzying trip
through the
mind(s) of the
provocative

and influential
thinker Nick
Land. During
the 1990s
British
philosopher
Nick Land's
unique work,
variously
described as
“rabid
nihilism,”
“mad black
deleuzianism,
and
“cybergothic,”
developed
perhaps the
only rigorous
and culturally-
engaged
escape route
out of the
malaise of
“continental
philosophy”
—a route that
was
implacably
blocked by the
academy.
However,

n

13

Land's work
has continued
to exert an
influence,
both through
the British
“speculative
realist”
philosophers
who studied
with him, and
through the
many cultural
producers—wr
iters, artists,
musicians,
filmmakers—w
ho have been
invigorated by
his
uncompromisi
ng and
abrasive
philosophical
vision.
Beginning
with Land's
early radical
rereadings of
Heidegger,
Nietzsche,
Kant and



Bataille, the
volume
collects
together the
papers, talks
and articles of
the

14

cryptography,
anthropology,
grammatology
and the occult
are smeared
into
unrecognisabl

that "our
machines are
disturbingly
lively, while
we ourselves
are
frighteningly

mid-90s—long e hybrids. inert" has

the subject of  Fanged given this
rumour and Noumena issue a certain
vague legend gives a currency in
(including dizzying contemporary
some work perspective on  cyber-theory.
which has the entire But what is in-
never trajectory of teresting
previously this about
appeared in provocative Haraway's
print)—in and influential remark - its
which Land thinker's work, challenge to
developed his  and has the

futuristic introduced his  oppositional
theory-fiction unique voice think- ing that
of to a new sets up free
cybercapitalis  generation of  will against

m gone amok;  readers. determinism,
and ends with  Shadows in vitalism

his enigmatic the Asylum against

later writings CreateSpace mechanism -
in which Donna has seldom
Ballardian Haraway's been

fictions, celebrated processed by
poetics, observation a mode of
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theorizing flatline faint of heart,
which has designates a these raw,
tended to zone of radical  shocking,
reproduce immanence. chilling tales
exactly the And to will keep the
same theorize this reader looking
oppositions. flatline around for just
These demands a what common
theoretical new approach, object, place,
failings, it will one or event will
be argued committed to suddenly drift
here, arise the into
from a theorization of  unexplained
resistance to immanence. weirdness.
pursuing This thesis With an
cybernetics to  calls that Introduction
its limits (a approach by Laird
failure evinced  Gothic Barron and
as much by Materialism. Afterword by
cyberneticists  Realism John Pelan.
as by cultural Materialism The Roots of
theorists, it Art Respect
must be CyclonopediaC  Random
added). omplicity with ~ House
Unraveling the  Anonymous The Cold War
implications of  Materials ended thirty
cybernetics, it  This Modern years ago, the
will be Horror fiction Communists
claimed, takes collection is have won in
us out to the the first by Europe and
Gothic flatline.  Scott Nicolay. the world has
The Gothic Not for the settled into

15
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two blocks drawn into a novelist
divided by a conspiracy Vernon Crane?
silicon curtain, that has Fusing the
The Partition. implications trappings of a
The tranquil not only for literary thriller
backwater of him and his with

the People’s team of young experimental
Republic of and style, Eminent
Britain is due inexperienced  Domain

to host an assistants, but  explores the
international for their entire  art, culture,
sporting way of life. politics,

event, the How is the personalities,
Games, and American conflicts, loves
celebrate the research and losses of
twenty-fifth student Julia a range of
anniversary of  Verona boldly realised
the country implicated? Is  characters in
becoming a some kind of a Utopian
republic. attack being world radically
When the planned? Who  different to
organiser of is really in our own but
the Games command of recognizably
dies suddenly  the operation? the way that
and his office Is there a things, at one
is broken into, double agent time, might
Barrow, the within the have been. A
retired PRBs security  kaleidoscopic
security apparatus? satire of our
operative What is the present
enlisted to significance of moment,
investigate, is  the reclusive Eminent
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Domain is
both a dark
thriller and a
radical neo-
modernist
experiment
that probes at
the limits of
Utopia, a
formally
dazzling
reimagining of
the political
novel in which
lives, worlds
and even
realities
collide to
devastating
effect.

Mark Z.
Danielewski's
House of
Leaves MIT
Press
"Chimerization
s features a
radically new
form of
documentatio
n of Florian
Hecker's

sound works
that dramatize
the
phenomenon
of Auditory
Chimaeras.
The
publication
presents the
documentatio
n of Hecker's
recent sound
pieces:
Magnitude
Estimation,
2010; Hecker
Leckey Sound
Voice
Chimera,
2011;
Bregman/Deut
sch Chimera,
2011;
Chimerization
(MIT Project),
2011
Chimerization
2012; and
Hinge, 2012.
The images,
installation-
reference and

17

productions
stills, have
been altered
by Hecker
using a Sift
Flow
Algorithm. The
result is varied
and
idiosyncratic,
with the same
image
undergoing
multiple
translations,
effectively
creating a
visual parallel
to the
chimeric
phenomenon
produced in
the sound
works they
document.” --
Publisher
description.
Tales of the
Outer the
Other the
Damned and
the Doomed
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MIT Press the deficit of
Perspectives construction conceptualizin
from of other g alternate
philosophy, possible realities—its
aesthetics, worlds is apparent fear
and art on crucial and of imagining
how to perhaps more  possible new
envisage the urgent than and
construction ever. This compelling
site of collection futures—to
possible brings begin the
worlds. Given  together arduous task
the highly different of producing
coercive and perspectives the political
heavily from the fields dynamics
surveilled of philosophy,  necessary for
dynamics of aesthetics, actual

the present and art to construction.
moment, discuss the Implicit in this
when the mechanisms dynamic
tremendous through which  between the
pressures possible imaginary and
exerted by worlds are the possible is
capital on thought, the question
contemporary  constructed, of how

life produces and thinking

an instantiated, intertwines
aggressively forcefully with both
normative seeking to rationality and
“official overcome the  the inherited
reality,” the contemporary  contingencies
question of moment's and structures
18 Cyclonopedia Complicity With 2019-10-25
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of the world. industry oil compose the
With no has saturated  first sustained
ascertainable  our culture, attempt to
ground on fueling our understand
which to build, cars and wars, how
with no our economy petroleum has

confidence in
any given that
could
guarantee our
labors, how do
we even
envisage the
construction
site(s) of
possible
worlds, and
with what kind
of diagrams,
tools, and
languages can
we bring them
into being?
The Case
Files of Dr.
Charles
Marsh Granta
Books (UK)

In the 150
years since
the birth of
the petroleum

and policies.
But just as
thoroughly,
culture
saturates oil.
So what
exactly is “oil
culture”? This
book pursues
an answer
through
petrocapitalis
m’s history in
literature,
film, fine art,
wartime
propaganda,
and museum
displays.
Investigating
cultural
discourses
that have
taken shape
around oil,
these essays

19

suffused the
Western
imagination.
The
contributors to
this volume
examine the
oil culture
nexus,
beginning with
the whale oil
culture it
replaced and
analyzing
literature and
films such as
Giant,
Sundown,
Bernardo
Bertolucci’'s La
Via del
Petrolio, and
Ben Okri’s
“What the
Tapster Saw”;
corporate art,
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museum and Ruth
installations, consumption. Salvaggio, U
and Contributors: of North
contemporary  Georgiana Carolina,
photography; Banita, U of Chapel Hill;
and in Bamberg; Heidi Scott,
apocalyptic Frederick Florida

visions of Buell, Queens International
environmental College; Gerry  U; Imre
disaster and Canavan, Szeman, U of
science Marquette U; Alberta;
fiction. By Melanie Michael Watts,
considering oil  Doherty, U of California,
as both a Wesleyan Berkeley;
natural College; Sarah  Jennifer
resource and Frohardt-Lane, Wenzel,

a trope, the Ripon College, Columbia
authors show Matthew T. University;
how oil’s Huber, Sheena
dominance is Syracuse U; Wilson, U of
part of culture  Dolly Alberta;

rather than an  Jgrgensen, Rochelle
economic or Umea U; Raineri Zuck,
physical Stephanie U of
necessity. Oil LeMenager, U  Minnesota
Culture sees of Oregon; Duluth;
beyond oil Hanna Musiol,  Catherine
capitalism to Northeastern Zuromskis, U
alternative U; Chad H. of New

modes of Parker, U of Mexico.
energy Louisiana at Neuropath MIT
production Lafayette; Press
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A trio of Reza provoking
stories. Oneis  Negarestani's  vital debate
on a working-  Cyclonopedia:  around the
class man who  Complicity relationship
obtains an with between
office job in Anonymous philosophy,
the corporate Materials, geopolitics,
world, only to  which took geophysics,
decide he place in March and art. At
prefers the 2011 at The once a work of
working class,  New School. speculative
a second ison Hailed by theology, a
a homeless novelists, political
man, a third is  philosophers, samizdat, and
on living in artists, a philosophic
sewers. cinematograp  grimoire,
Experimental hers, and Cyclonopedia
fiction. designers, is a Deleuzo-
A Sonic Fiction Cyclonopedia Lovecraftian
of Capitalist is a key work middle-
Realism in the eastern
Princeton emerging Odyssey
University domains of populated by
Press speculative archeologists,
Essays, realism and jihadis, oil
articles, theory-fiction.  smugglers,
artworks, and  The text has Delta Force
documents attracted a officers,
taken from wide-ranging heresiarchs,
and inspired and and the
by the interdisciplinar  corpses of
symposium on y audience, ancient gods.

21



Playing out
the book's
own theory of
creativity - "a

22

key figure of
the novel: the
cyclone.
CONTENTS:

"Symptomatic
Horror:
Lovecraft's
'The Colour

confusion in Robin Mackay, Out of Space"
which no “A Brief - Kate
straight line History of Marshall,

can be traced  Geotrauma" - "Cyclonopedia
or drawn McKenzie as Novel (a
between Wark, "An meditation on
creator and Inhuman complicity as
created - Fiction of inauthenticity)
original Forces" - " - Alexander
inauthenticity" Benjamin H. R. Galloway,

- this Bratton, "Root  "Whatis a
multidimensio  the Earth: On Hermeneutic
nal collection Peak Oil Light?" -

both faithfully ~ Apophenia" - Eugene
interprets the  Alisa Thacker,

text and Andrasek, "Black Infinity;
realizesitasa  "Dustism" - or, Oil

loving, Zach Blas, Discovers
perforated "Queerness, Humans" -
host of fresh Openness" - Nicola
heresies. The Melanie Masciandaro,
volume Doherty, "Gourmandize
includes an "Non-Oedipal dinthe
incisive Networks and Abattoir of
contribution the Inorganic Openness" -
from the Unconscious" - Dan

author Anthony Mellamphy &
explicating a Sciscione, Nandita
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Biswas Reza dejection is
Mellamphy, Negarestani, examined
"Phileas Fogg, "Notes onthe  through a
or the Figure of the study of the
Cyclonic Cyclone" poetry of
Passepartout:  Oil Culture Hopkins and
On the Dalkey Coleridge, and
Alchemical Archive Press the music of
Elements of To live well in depressive
War" - Ben the world one  black metal
Woodard, must be able artists such as
"The Untimely  to enjoy it: to Burzum and
(and love, Freud Xasthur. The
Unshapely) says, and author then
Decompositio  work. develops a
n of Onto- Dejection is theory of
Epistemologic  the state of militant
al Solidity: being in which  dysphoria via
Negarestani's  such an analysis of
Cyclonopedia enjoyment is the writings of
as no longer the Red Army
Metaphysics" - possible. Fraction's
Ed Keller, ". . There is an activist-
.Or, Speaking aesthetic theoretician,
with the Alien,  dimension to Ulrike
a Refrain. . ." - dejection, in Meinhof. The
Lionel Maunz,  which the book argues
"Receipt of world appears  that the cold
Malice" - Oykii  in a new light.  world of
Tekten, In this book, dejection is
"Symposium the dark one in which
Photographs" -  serenity of new creative

23
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and political arise. Itisnot  able to affirm
possibilities, enough to live  that another
as well as well in the world is
dangers, can world: one possible.

must also be
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